FELIX QUI POTUIT RERUM COGNOSCERE CAUSAS.

LISEZ ET VOUS SEREZ CONVAINCU

ON CHOLERA.

Neutralization and arrest of the poisonous effects of Miasmata, when absorbed by the mucous

membrane of the stomach and bowels.

THE undersigned, moved by a sentiment of humanity in a moment of such alarming danger, takes the liberty to state
(with all the respect and deference due to the medical faculty), that residing in Guadaloupe about twenty-five years.ags, -
he was surprised at the little success of the physicians in curing the yellow fever, which so mortally attacked the soldiers,
and new comers in general, that there died every day from forty to fifty in the hospital.

Hayving already observed that in that sickness, corrosion of the stomach and bowels preceded the putrefaction and gan-
grenous state of those parts, he was by reflection struck with the quite miraculous effects of charcoal, in preventing cor-
ruption, or even to restore the most putrid water to a wholesome beverage, and also in arresting the putrefaction of meat,
and restore it to a wholesome and palatable food, though having already undergone putrefaction.

He then resolved to employ charcoal internally to cure yellow fever. Having already, with the doctors of the hospital,
observed that after death the stomach and bowels of those who died of the yellow fever presented evident marks of gan-
grene, which even in many circumstances had entirely perforated them ; from that observation, and the series of the symp-
toms in yellow fever, he likened or compared the effects of yellow fever, cholera morbus, and plague, to cases of death
caused by corrosive sublimate, acetate of copper, acetate of lead, &c. &c.

‘Such is the striking resemblance of the effects of the miasmata in producing those dreadful diseases, to the effects of
metalic poisons, that the whole population of Paris rose in riot at the first appearance of the cholera, under the belief that
the waters of the city had been poisoned.

I may perhaps draw a comparison so just of the effects of miasmata on the stomach and bowels of a man to the effects
of the absorption of poisonous substances, that it will bring conviction with it. Have we not too many examples of men
employed in the manufactures of copper and lead dying by the absorption of those poisonous substances ? ‘What can
resemble more a real cholera ?

From this reflection, I concluded that castor oil, sweet oil, or even melted lard, ought to be employed to cure yellow
fever, in order to prevent the fatal effect of the corrosive action of the miasmata on the membranes of the stomach and
bowels, and to expel gently those malignant and offending matters as soon as possible.

Hence I feel confident in_saying, that at the first attack of the cholera, two ounces of pulverized charcoal ought te
be administered, diluted with about four table spoonsful of molasses, and about a pint of lime-water, or simple water if the
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sequence of the consumption of bituminous coal, which creates a quality of atmosphere that resists the approach of the
poison. This will account for the disastrous attack of that vampyre on the United States troops on board the steamboats.
conveying them to Chicago against the hostile Indians.  They have no doubt fallen in a current of his pestilential breath.
In 1822, I forwarded my pamphlet to the different courts of Europe, and was honored with the answer of many prime
ministers of state, among whom were Chateau Brillant and Canning. I sent it also through all the United States, and
one of course to the Board of Health of New York, who as on this occasion honored my observations on cholera only
by lying them on the table. Would it not have beeén worthy of the vigilance of that Board, so near to Montreal, to
ascertain the truth of those many articles contained in ‘the newspapers of that ill fated city, saying that a man like the
Samaritan of the Scriptures, gave without reward pulverized charcoal, melted lard, and sugar, mixed together, to hun-
dreds attacked with Asiatic cholera, who were miraculously cured? Has this Board thought that this mode of
saving life would be too cheap, and not scientific enough? It is true that it would not afford to Doctors the occasion of
performing those wonders such as to make human blood, &c. &c.!!! That indifference will not abate my determination to
do goodif Ican. Ieven already have the very agreeable satisfaction to see that I have done so, since doctors truly deserving
the name of ministers of health, prescribe that innocent and powerful remedy, unknown before my publications. Twenty
years ago I communicated my discovery to Doctor Ricamier, at that time chief physician of the Hotel Dieu, of Paris, I
was presented to him by a friend of mine, Doctor Coutens, of Martinique ; it was even before many pupils, the professor
giving at that time his lesson on clinics. I farther prophesy that the more charcoal will be in use the more good it will do, It
will not, like many renowned remedies, leave behind fatal traces. Charcoal will cure diseases by imparting to the
stomach the power of improving digestion ; in consequence of which a better chyle will be formed, which being our
restorer and nourisher, will give health and vigor to the general system. It will be found preferable to Peruvian bark, It
will remove diseases without (like that remedy) causing obstructions of the liver and of the mesenteri¢ glands, and also
dangerous constipations. Why should it not be used in preference to the former, since it possesses greater virtues, and is
so cheap; what saving would it not be to individuals and to governments? I believe I was the first who recommended
it as one of the best dentifrices, and I hope now that experience will soon illustrate that wonderful truth, that charcoal is
really a diamond, and that bountiful nature has spread it over the whole world, so as to be in time of woful danger more
precious to the rich and poor, than those glittering gems, which shine with such splendor in the crowns of kings!

Quel est le noble esprit, qui n’ aspire a la gloire ?
Les talents, les vertus font vivre dans I'histoire ;
Puisse un si grand bienfait envers 'humanité ;
Faire passer mon nom a la postérité !
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